
Deborah McCoy on Bullying Workshops 

The workshops sponsored by the PA Masonic Youth  
Foundation address a wide range of issues pertinent to youth 
today. Topics have included “Anxiety & Depression among 
Youth”, “Got Grit: How to Grow and Determination in our 
Youth and Learning Environments”, as well as “Current Drug 
Trends & Teens.” (Our workshops this school year are  
designed to support schools in their effort to create that  
atmosphere) Current research focused on youth and schools 
underscores the importance of a healthy, thriving school  
climate. 
 
November’s workshop is, “Creating Change through Climate 
and Culture”, which will explore what comprises a positive 
school climate, the impact on the school community, and how 
to implement sustainable strategies, activities and best practices to create a positive, healthy school  
culture. Our youth are heavily involved in social media and digital speech, and that involvement impacts 
the school. In an effort to empower schools to assist youth to grow as ethical and responsible digital  
citizens, the Foundation is hosting “Digital Natives to Responsible Digital Citizens: Cultivating Digital  
Citizenship among Youth.” This workshop will address the elements of digital citizenship and ethics,  
current social media trends, digital rights and responsibilities, as well as the impact of digital speech on 
health and wellness. 
 
As the new year begins, workshops will include: “Having the Talk: Helping to Promote Healthy Relation-
ships and Prevent Sexual Harassment & Sexual Assault in School”, “Making Schools Safer: Implement-
ing Threat Assessment”, and “Different is Not a Dirty Word: Encouraging Youth to Develop Empathy and 
Create Connections to Those Who are Different From Them.” Our workshops, held in 4 locations around 
the state provide both Act 48 and Social Work credits, and provide attendees with sustainable strategies 
and resources to use in their work with youth. Contact the PMYF office if you are interested in attending 
one of these classes.  
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College Students Appreciate Secret Sender Program 

Life as a college student is no easy task. Between mid-terms, finals, and studying 
to make sure you comprehend what will be on the test; college can be very stress-
ful for a young adult. PA Rainbow came up with a program to help show support to 
college students through this experience. It’s called the Secret Sender program. 
 
Each college student with permission, is paired off with a Secret Sender, not much 
different than a Secret Santa. This sender is given the college student’s address to 
send encouraging messages through letters and cards at various times throughout 
the year. Occasionally, this will include small gifts such as pens or stress relievers. 
The goal is to lift the spirts of the college student and to help her get through the 
many stresses of college life.  

 
Although the program is new, the response has been incredible. This great concept was established by 
Rainbow Advisor Maxine Roland. Can your lodge or organization benefit from a program of this nature? 
A simple reminder that we are here to help can make a difference in the lives of those around us. 

Autumn Day Youth Participation 

Autumn Day, a community festival held annually at the Masonic  
Village of Elizabethtown, is a great way to promote the Masonic  
Family to the community. Various Masonic bodies put together stands 
to promote their cause. Food, fellowship and entertainment is  
provided for all that attend. During the event, which was held Saturday 
September 21, 2019, many vendors provided activities for the youth to 
have fun and interact. One of the big hits for the day was the pumpkin 
roll, hosted by Ubar Grotto. This activity allowed children to pick a 
pumpkin, and paint it. The pumpkins were then rolled off of a truck 
down a hill to see which pumpkin traveled the furthest. Prizes were 
given out to the furthest traveled pumpkin and best design. 
   
Each of the Masonic Youth Groups made their stands interactive for the youth. PA Rainbow provided 
face painting and allowed youth to create their own crowns. DeMolay hosted a chip shot golf, with prizes 
ranging from pieces of candy to a Jacques DeMolay bobblehead. Job’s Daughters hosted several youth 
games including a ring toss and bean bag throw. Although the main goal was to promote their programs, 
the youth took the time to make sure that the members of the community, more especially the children, 
had a good time.    

Visit the PA Rainbow website at www.parainbowgirls.org 

How To Use This Publication 
The Masonic Youth Minutes is published by the PA Masonic Youth Foundation to share ideas and to inspire Masonic leaders 

to creatively support the Masonic Youth Groups.  It is mailed to all Worshipful Masters, Lodge Secretaries, Lodge Youth 
Chairmen, and Masonic Youth Group Leaders. All Lodge Youth Chairmen are asked to make a 1-minute report at each 
Lodge meeting, sharing at least one article of interest with the members. Permission is granted to make copies of this  

publication and to freely distribute them to all who have an interest in the youth of Pennsylvania. The Masonic Youth Minutes 
is also available online at www.pmyf.org.  

 

 

 



Visit the PA Job’s Daughters website at www.paiojd.org 

Retirement of the PMYF Executive Director 

The school year has begun, which means its already time for students to start 
thinking about how to pay for school the following year. The 2020 Masonic 
Scholarship Resource Guide is now available on the PMYF website, and will 
soon be mailed out to lodges. The application is available as well, and even 
though the deadline is March 15, students should get an early start on the  
process.  
 
The guide will direct students to the scholarships for which they qualify. They 
will need to pay attention to the deadlines and requirements of each  
scholarship offered, as these change per scholarship. Some are specifically for 
members of youth groups, while others are specifically for students within a  
certain location or Masonic District.  
 

Masonic lodges, please make sure this guide and this information reaches anyone who may qualify for 
scholarship aide. This includes children and grandchildren of members and masonic youth group members. 

Masonic Scholarship Resource Guide 

In 1982, the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation was established 
to help provide programming and assistance to youth throughout the 
Commonwealth. Our programming serves mostly the Masonic Youth 
Groups, but also reaches out to the youth of our Masonic families,  
including sons and daughters who might not be part of the youth  
programs. The Foundation was established by R.W. Past Grand  
Master Samuel C. Williamson. From the start of the foundation, it has 
been run by the same Exec. Director. That man is Bro. Thomas R. 
Labagh.  
  
This year, Bro. Labagh has announced his retirement from the position 
of Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation, 
with his official retirement taking place December 27, 2019. Bro. Labagh 
has served diligently for many years, and has done everything he could 
to provide the best programs for the youth. He served 17 years as the Executive Officer of Pennsylvania 
DeMolay, while making sure that his duties at the Foundation were not affected by the appointment.  
 
He has brought programs to the Foundation that have benefited many Masonic youth and adult leaders, 
including the LifeSkills and LifeChangers Conference, Bullying Seminars for administrators and  
guidance councilors, and scholarships for many youth to pursue their dreams by continuing their  
education. He has helped develop awards that recognize an adult or youth’s hard work, such as the 
HODEGOS award for outstanding service as an adult volunteer for a youth group. He has been a  
visionary that has looked out for all around him. Bro. Labagh has done a more than “adequate” job in 
this position for many years, and we thank him for his dedicated service to the youth of Pennsylvania.   

 

 



Visit the PA DeMolay website at www.pademolay.org 

First Masonic District Digital News 

Many of our Masonic Lodges and Districts deserve credit for 
helping provide support to the Masonic Youth of Pennsylvania. 
Many of the youth groups have been welcomed into new  
buildings, while other lodges have provided overwhelming  
financial support to assist with programming. Support comes in 
many forms, and our Masons are very good at providing it.  

 
One district that stands out in terms of Youth support is the First Masonic District. The First Masonic District 
puts together a digital newsletter that gets distributed to members through the district. This promotes the 
events that are taking places so the lodges can travel to all of the events within the district. One thing the 
magazine makes sure to include are all of the Youth events taking place within the district.  
Elizabethtown DeMolay, Bethel 15 Job’s Daughters, and the newly formed Mount Joy Rainbow Assembly 
have been featured in this newsletter. Due to this, installations and youth events are well attended  
throughout the district. Speaking of Mount Joy Assembly, they will be constituting their Assembly in 2020. 
Details regarding this event will be arriving soon. 

DeMolay Honors Grand Master 

The Mission of the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation is to lead the Masonic Fraternity  
in providing services on behalf of young people, and training  

for adults who work for the betterment of youth.  
To accomplish this Mission, the Foundation will enhance the programs of the Masonic Youth Groups, support  

initiatives to keep children safe from violence, abuse and exploitation, and provide  
specialized education for adults who offer leadership to youth in the Commonwealth. 

 
Contact Information: 

1244 Bainbridge Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022; 
717-367-1536;   or   800-266-8424;  or pmyf@pagrandlodge.org 

Every year in December, Pennsylvania DeMolay hosts a winter induction 
class to welcome new initiates into our organization, and for previously  
obligated members to receive the full experience. The degree cast is built up 
of an all-star team of members throughout Pennsylvania DeMolay. The class 
is named in honor of a proud supporter of PA DeMolay. This year, PA  
DeMolay will honor the Right Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania, Br. S. Eugene Herritt.  
 
The Grand Master’s Class will take place on December 7, 2019 at the  
Masonic Conference Center-Patton Campus in Elizabethtown. The Initiatory 
Degree will begin at 10 AM followed by a luncheon at noon. The DeMolay 
Degree will take place after the luncheon (RSVP), followed by remarks and  
presentations. Adults over the age of 21 are welcome to watch the degrees, 
so please join us for this special occasion.    

About PMYF and this Publication 

 

 


