
Celebrating in the West & in the East 

Every fall, community members, Masonic Leaders and 

family members gather together to spend time at the  

Masonic Villages to learn about what they have to offer, 

and to promote their programs. Food and entertainment 

are provided to ensure that everyone enjoys their visit. 

 

On September 17th, at the Masonic Village in Sewickley, 

PA, the Community Day Festival will be held. This  

gathering helps introduce the Masonic Family to the  

Pittsburgh community. Entertainment, food, crafts and 

more will available for a small fee. Members of the  

Masonic Youth Groups will be present to introduce their programming.  

 

The following week, on September 24th, the Masonic Village in Elizabethtown hosts a similar event 

called Autumn Day. Members from Masonic Organizations and Youth Groups gather to promote their 

programs as well. Tables are set up for promotional purposes. Food and entertainment will be provided 

by the hardworking staff at the Masonic Village. A blood drive will be held for anyone that would like to 

donate. Food that will be available includes hot dogs, sausage, bean soup, french fries, ice cream,  

popcorn, cotton candy and much more. Masonic Youth Group members will also be afforded the oppor-

tunity to spend time with the residents of the Health Care Center to support the programs happening at 

Autumn Day.  

 

Both festivals are great oppor-

tunities to socialize within the 

Masonic Community and learn 

about programs you may not 

have known about. Everyone 

is invited to join in, so make 

sure you’re there.    
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Visit the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation at www.pmyf.org 

 

 

 



Be the Difference in PA Rainbow 

Grand Assembly has come and gone, which means it’s a new year 
for Pennsylvania Rainbow. Miss Erin Polnar from Pitcairn  
Assembly No. 90, has just been installed as the new Grand  
Worthy Advisor with a corps of officers who are dedicated to the 
work just as much as she is. Miss Polnar’s theme for the year is “Be 
the Difference,” a message that she carries through her daily life as 
she is aspiring to work in Recreational Therapy, making the  
difference in the lives of people with disabilities. This message will 
also be demonstrated with her selection of the “Special Olympics of 
Pennsylvania” as her chosen charity. The “Special Olympics”  
provide year long training and competition programs for children 
and adults with intellectual disabilities.  
 
At Supreme Assembly, Mrs. Helen Snedden was afforded the honor 
of being installed as Supreme Inspector. Congratulations on your hard work and dedication to make 
Rainbow in Pennsylvania a great organization for young women.    

A Supreme Trip for PA Job’s Daughters 

What do you get when you load up 12 Daughters and 
10 adults on a bus and head to Grand Rapids?  A 
great time, fun, laughter, and memories made! This 
year’s Supreme Session was entitled “Share the Gift of 
Memories,” and that is exactly what the Pennsylvania 
delegation did! 
 
The state was represented in the Performing Arts and 
placed first in their category. Two Daughters also  
competed individually and both placed first in their age 

brackets. Ritual competition also gave the Daughters attending a chance to hone their memorization 
skills and perform for the judges. 
 
Pennsylvania’s own Miss Job’s Daughter, Miss Lydia Bland, competed for the international title and was 
a top 10 finalist! The new Supreme Guardian hails from Maryland. The new Miss International Job’s 
Daughter is from Queensland, Australia. The Supreme Bethel Honored Queen hails from Alberta,  
Canada. Five of the Daughters for PA will now hold Supreme Bethel titles as well and will be able to  
attend Supreme Bethel next year in these positions. Finally, Pennsylvania is honored with the position of 
Supreme Treasurer for Brother Forrest Nace of Butler, PA. Along with the usual meetings and  
competitions, lots of sightseeing and fun ensued. We thank all those who donated to help defray the 
cost of this event for our Daughters to be able to attend. 

Visit the PA Rainbow website at www.parainbowgirls.org 

How To Use This Publication 
The Masonic Youth Minutes is published by the PA Masonic Youth Foundation to share ideas and to inspire Masonic leaders 

to creatively support the Masonic Youth Groups.  It is mailed to all Worshipful Masters, Lodge Secretaries, Lodge Youth 

Chairmen, and Masonic Youth Group Leaders. All Lodge Youth Chairmen are asked to make a 1-minute report at each 

Lodge meeting, sharing at least one article of interest with the members. Permission is granted to make copies of this publi-

cation and to freely distribute them to all who have an interest in the youth of Pennsylvania. The Masonic Youth Minutes is 

also available online at www.pmyf.org.  
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Visit the PA Job’s Daughters website at www.paiojd.org 

“…I was introduced to DeMolay in 1987.  My wife  
Sharon and I were engaged that year, and one  
evening she asked me to pick up the boys (her sons 
from a previous marriage) at this place called “The  
Masonic Temple” in Monroeville. I would frequently 
drive them to and from their meetings but I never went 
in. Little did I know that, five years later, because of  
unrelated events, I would become a Freemason. 
 

“…Sharon had been a Rainbow Girl. She was thrilled 
when I joined the Lodge. It wasn’t long until she joined 
Eastern Star. You see, until I joined the Lodge she did 
not have the required “Masonic Relationship”  
prerequisite to join that organization. Because of her 
experience in Rainbow, and what I had learned about 
our Masonic Youth Groups, we became involved.   
 

“So why would two people whose kids were grown and 
on their own, and who, by the way, already had plenty to do, get involved? For us, it has never been 
about family, or friends: the cherished relationships we have nurtured over the years are just ancillary 
benefits. Our involvement is because of the mission-- the mission of teaching values and leadership 
skills to bright, energetic, young people. It is about encouraging young people who are seeking an  
avenue to learn more, to do more, and to be more than the status quo-- young people who, in their lives, 
will lead and give back.  
 

“Whether you realize it or not, YOU are the cream of the crop, a cut above. You could be doing many  
other things today, but you are here, challenging yourselves and channeling your energy in a positive  
direction. Every time you attend a DeMolay function, or labor for DeMolay, you, in essence, are going to 
work. You might say, “What does he mean? This isn’t work!  We’re having fun!” I say “NAY-NAY!” You 
are maybe doing the most important work you will ever do-- you are working on yourselves. And as long 
as you keep working on yourself, in the end, you will enjoy success.  
 

“Last week we watched in awe as Bro. Adam T. Pritchard addressed 800 people at the annual banquet 
of the Scottish Rite Council of Deliberation at Valley Forge. It wasn’t only his message, which was on 
point and outstanding, that amazed us-- it was his tone of voice, his posture and body language. What a  
valuable asset he crafted through DeMolay! High quality public speaking is an advantage that he will 
have for life. When we see those types of results, it energizes us to do more.  
 
“You can take it to the bank that Sharon and I will do all we can to support you individually, and as a 
group. Bro. Zachary Slayback, in his workshop during the meeting today, recommended that each of you 
should spend a little time in “sales.” I whole-heartedly agree. You see, sales is about negotiation. I  
attended a training seminar once and was taught “In life you don’t get what you deserve, you get what 
you negotiate for.” It is true in everything--- even when my wife and I are selecting a restaurant for dinner 
it’s a negotiation! (I might add that she is a very tough negotiator!)   
 

“Finally, I leave you with this. Somebody mentioned the word “luck.” I do not give the idea of luck much 

credence. The fact is, the harder you work, the luckier you get!” 

RWJGW Wonderling Addresses DeMolay Convention 

 



Visit the PA DeMolay website at www.pademolay.org 

Making a HODEGOS Nomination 

The HODEGOS Award is given by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
to two dedicated adult volunteers per youth group, per year.  
HODEGOS is a Greek word that translates to mean “the driver” in 
modern Greek, but in context it means mentor and teacher, a proper 
term to define the dedicated service our adult volunteers perform. This 
award is given for outstanding service to the nominee’s respective 
youth group. Recipients are nominated by letters of recommendation 

from both active members of the youth group and adult volunteers. The recipient must have served a 
minimum of seven years with the youth group they represent. 
 
Nominations for the HODEGOS Award must be made to the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation 
by October 15th, 2016. All nominations are to be kept secret. Each nomination must be accompanied by 
three letters of recommendation and the proper documentation. The nomination form can be found 
online at pmyf.org.   

PA DeMolay to Host Grand Master’s Class 

The Mission of the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation is to lead the Masonic Fraternity  

in providing services on behalf of young people, and training  

for adults who work for the betterment of youth.  

To accomplish this Mission, the Foundation will enhance the programs of the Masonic Youth Groups, support ini-

tiatives to keep children safe from violence, abuse and exploitation, and provide  

specialized education for adults who offer leadership to youth in the Commonwealth. 

 
Contact Information: 

1244 Bainbridge Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022; 
717-367-1536;   or   800-266-8424;  or pmyf@pagrandlodge.org 

In December, PA DeMolay will host the Grand Master’s Class, 

in honor of the Right Worshipful Grand Master, Bro. Raymond 

T. Dietz. The class will be held on December 2 to 4, 2016 at the 

Masonic Conference Center—Patton Campus in Elizabeth-

town, PA. An all-star team of ritualists will perform both the  

Initiatory Degree and the DeMolay Degree for many new  

members joining DeMolay. Even if there is no local DeMolay  

Chapter, we accept members at-large who can participate in 

many programs online or through self-study, and can still  

participate in statewide activities including Convention and 

KeyMan. If a candidate cannot attend the full weekend, we still 

invite them to attend the ceremony on Saturday. Registration 

information will be available shortly and will be found on the PA 

DeMolay website at pademolay.org.   

About PMYF and this Publication 

 

 


