
CHIP Program to Come To An End 

 
Since 2004 the Masonic Child Identification Program (CHIP) has brought comfort to countless parents 
who were concerned about the safety of their children.  The genius of the program was in its simplicity, 
where the Lodges acted as a catalyst to get parents and children to talk about safety, and to put the 
tools for investigative recovery into the hands of parents to provide to police, if necessary.  However, 
economic reality and cultural changes in the past 12 years have put pressure on the efficacy of the pro-
gram.  Offered as a free service by the Grand Lodge, the program later called for the Lodges to pay for 
supplies and equipment through donations. The initial volunteers moved on to other programs, and were 
not being replaced in some Districts.  Confusion in the public over the name of the ID program and the 
state’s Child Insurance Program caused occasional issues.  The breakdown and failure of the CD re-
cording cameras over the years, and the greater costs involved with using alternative media, forced 
many Districts out of the program. Most recently, the pressure to have criminal background checks done 
on volunteers in all youth-serving programs has added a final layer of complexity to providing this ser-
vice.  The Board of Directors of the PA Masonic Youth Foundation has determined that this is the right 
time to close the books on what was a tremendously successful program and cease promotion and sup-
port for it, as of December 31, 2015. Lodges and Districts wishing to continue the program may request 
additional supplies until that time to use up what is still available.  
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Visit the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation at www.pmyf.org 

To Change Your Lodge Youth Representative 

 
The Lodge Representative to the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation, also sometimes referred to 
as the Lodge Youth Committee Chairman, is an appointment by the Worshipful Master, and the position 
can change annually, or the same brother can hold the position from year to year. This must be decided 
to the benefit of the Lodge.  Senior Wardens should take this appointment seriously, and place someone 
in the position who really wants to learn about the Masonic Youth Groups and the PA Masonic Youth 
Foundation, and who also wants to share that knowledge with the brethren. Giving a one-minute report, 
monthly, about the youth program takes little time in the Lodge meeting agenda, but affords a great op-
portunity for a brother to develop his public speaking skills.  To make the record change, the Lodge Sec-
retary must add the appointment to the new Representative/Chairman’s Grand Lodge record in the data-
base, and add a closing date to the appointment of the brother being replaced.  Senior Wardens and 
Lodge Representatives/Youth Chairmen should review the suggested “Volunteer Position Description” at 
http://pmyf.org/programs/lodge-youth-chairmen/  

http://pmyf.org/programs/lodge-youth-chairmen/


Growing the Foundation of Rainbow 

 

The Rainbow Girls of Pennsylvania are 
showing the right way to grow an organi-
zation for the long-term with their Pledge 
Group program.   

A recent event at the Patton Campus 
had over 40 Pledge Girls (ages 8-10) 
and as many Rainbow Girls who had 
graduated from the Pledge program into 

a Rainbow Assembly, as well as the Grand Officers, who serve 
as role models and mentors to the youngest members.   

Placing emphasis on the youngest members, and bringing them 
into the program with care will keep them involved for many 
years, and provide a strong foundation on which to build new 
Assemblies. 

Job’s Daughters Live Broadcast 

Job’s Daughters International did something 

new and unique this year— they broadcast 

their public sessions on a live-stream video 

that anyone in the Jobie world (and especial-

ly, parents!) could watch via the internet.  The 

Pennsylvania contingent could be seen, off 

and on, performing, and also waving to watch-

ers at home.   

After it was all over, the video streams were 

posted on YouTube for anyone to watch. A 

nice leap into the future for such a tradition-

bound organization! 

Visit the PA Rainbow website at www.parainbowgirls.org 

How to Use This Publication 

The Masonic Youth Minutes is published by the PA Masonic Youth Foundation to share ideas and to 

inspire Masonic leaders to creatively support the Masonic Youth Groups.  It is mailed to all Worshipful 

Masters, Lodge Secretaries, Lodge Youth Chairmen, and Masonic Youth Group Leaders. All Lodge 

Youth Chairmen are asked to make a 1-minute report at each Lodge meeting, sharing at least one arti-

cle of interest with the members. Permission is granted to make copies of this publication and to freely 

distribute them to all who have an interest in the youth of Pennsylvania. The Masonic Youth Minutes is 

also available online at www.pmyf.org.  

http://ww.pmyf.org/


15 Years of Teaching LifeSkills  

How many of you actually contribute to a political campaign?  Statistics show that only a small percent-
age of the population make any kind of a contribution to their favorite party or candidate.  Very few give a 
contribution to the federal election campaign funds when they file their taxes.  With all the candidates for 
the Republican Party Presidential Nomination vying for votes and supporters, it isn’t surprising that the 
media is measuring the likelihood of each candidate’s success. They do this by looking at both the voter 
polls and the size of their “war-chest” of funds available to wage a campaign.  
 
We do the same thing each year with the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation.  We look at the an-
nual Masonic Charities appeal as a way for Lodges and members to "vote" their support of the Pennsyl-
vania Masonic Youth Foundation program.  Any contribution, no matter how big or how small, is like a 
"vote of confidence" for our Masonic youth.  The amount doesn’t matter— but that you take the time to 
designate a portion of your annual contribution to support our Masonic youth— THAT MATTERS A 
GREAT DEAL! 
 
So, when you are looking at your PERSONAL end-of-year giving opportunities and 
your LODGE charity fund donations, please make sure that you “vote" to support 
our Masonic Youth by sending a contribution of any size to the Pennsylvania Ma-
sonic Youth Foundation.  You may give to support current activities, or may specify 
that the money should go to the Endowment Fund, or to the Scholarship Fund.  
 
Thank you for continuing to support our scholarships, LifeSkills and LifeChangers 
programs, adult leader background clearance and training, youth education and 
socialization programs each year.  

Visit the PA Job’s Daughters website at www.paiojd.org 

Voting with your Wallet 

The PMYF LifeSkills Program just completed its 15th consecutive year, and it grows in popularity and pur-

pose each year.  Popularity is an easy thing to measure— the number of attendees continues to climb as 

the staff feels more comfortable filling up the campus, and registration is maxing out in late May and early 

June.  But how can we measure growth in purpose?  Originally, the LifeSkills Conference was designed ex-

clusively to provide a nurturing social/emotional environment for every participant to grow in personal skills, 

relationships and self-esteem.  Most of the initiatives were created to first help the individual, and then bond 

them to the team.  But it became apparent to program creator and director, Bro. Thom Stecher, (Thomson 

Lodge No. 340) that there was much more going on, earlier than originally expected.  The young people 

were building a sense of community much faster, and because 

it was their creation they were fiercely loyal to it and to each oth-

er.  Thus was born the idea of using the LifeSkills philosophy to 

transform entire school districts into closely-knit caring commu-

nities of adults and youth who look out for each other.  Several 

school districts now send teams of young people to learn the 

LifeSkills philosophy and to recreate it in their home school 

communities.  The best news is that it is working! 

This article should be read by the Lodge Youth Representative at the September Stated Meeting. 

This article should be read by the Lodge Youth Representative at the October Stated Meeting. 



Visit the PA DeMolay website at www.pademolay.org 

A Good Youth For Your Money 

To many people, the subject of Wills, Bequests, and Gift Planning is really dull, and very far from their 
thoughts.  But then something happens, and they want information IMMEDIATELY.  Well, now they can 
have it, and can share it with their friends and family, 24-hours a day, 7-days a week. 
 
The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has a unified approach to fund-raising so that the various worthy Ma-
sonic charities it sponsors are not competing with each other for support.  The entire program is outlined 
at http://masoniccharitiespa.org/ and is available to allow Masons, family and friends to learn how to cre-
ate lasting gifts to all of the Masonic Charities.  Of course, we hope they’ll consider supporting the Penn-
sylvania Masonic Youth Foundation!   
 
It is always best to consult your own tax attorney when looking at a planned giving program, but the Gift 
Planning Officers and staff will be glad to share with you the benefits of investing in the Masonic Chari-
ties program, which may help you meet your own specific financial goals, as well as leave a legacy of 
love for future generations. 

How Do You Stand Out in the Crowd? 

The Mission of the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation is to lead the Masonic Fraternity  

in providing services on behalf of young people, and training  

for adults who work for the betterment of youth.  

To accomplish this Mission, the Foundation will enhance the programs of the Masonic Youth Groups, 

support initiatives to keep children safe from violence, abuse and exploitation, and provide  

specialized education for adults who offer leadership to youth in the Commonwealth. 

 
Contact Information: 

1244 Bainbridge Road, Elizabethtown, PA 17022; 
717-367-1536;   or   800-266-8424;  or pmyf@pagrandlodge.org 

When Adam Pritchard assumed the collar and jewel of the State Master Councilor in 

July, he wanted to do something to change the culture of  Pennsylvania DeMolay, and 

thus adopted the theme, BE DIFFERENT.  His message is for all the members and 

chapters to get outside of their normal patterns and to do something to create change in 

their world.  It is simple, really. Change creates new perspective.  It causes people to 

dress, think and act differently, and to grow within themselves.  

Likewise, in an organization, change creates avenues for new 

programming and membership. It is fitting that Adam is studying Industrial Psy-

chology at Kutztown University.  He will be able to test some of his learning in 

his new leadership position. Not as scientific, perhaps, as his college classes, 

he is taking a page from long-time leader, “Dad” Keith Klein, PGM of DeMolay 

International, who always said, “If you always do what you’ve always done, 

you’ll always get what you’ve always got.”  Adam’s solution to that is simple:  If 

you want something else, BE DIFFERENT! 

About PMYF and this Publication 

http://masoniccharitiespa.org/

