
WHAT ARE YOU BUILDING? 

Three stone masons in the middle ages were hard at work 
when a visitor came along and asked them what they were 
doing. The first stone mason was hard at work, sweat 
beading on his brow. “I am cutting this stone”, he grum-
bled. The second stone mason, though less distraught, 
responded with a deep sigh, “I’m building a parapet.” The 
third stone mason, replied with a radiant face, “I am build-
ing a beautiful cathedral that will glorify God for centuries 
to come.” 
 
When a Pennsylvania Mason works to Master to the Craft, 
he is building his own “cathedral,” in his heart and mind. 
Sometimes, when one is “toiling in the quarries” working to 
memorize ritual, planning a pancake breakfast, or dealing 
with the yearly audit, it can be hard to think of the final 
product of the labors. Yet, one specific effort, above all oth-
ers, will help Pennsylvania Freemason build a  
cathedral for the ages – our Masonic Youth. 
 
By working with the Masonic Youth of Pennsylvania, Free-
masons aren’t just helping young people learn to memo-
rize or merely providing them a safe place to meet. They 
are, in fact, building a foundation for the future of the frater-
nity. Many great leaders got their start in the Masonic 
Youth Groups and credit their involvement with guiding 
them in later years. These leaders include Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor, a Majority Rainbow Girl; actress Kim Ca-
trall, a majority member of Job’s Daughters; and astronaut 
Vance Brand, a Senior DeMolay. Whether they are leaders 
in the government, the arts, or even exploring our cosmos, 
members of our Masonic Youth are the leaders of tomorrow. 
 
Perhaps now is the time for your lodge to start working with our Masonic Youth. Even while laboring on a mun-

dane task, one can always see the cathedral of the future being built by our fraternity – one child at a time. 
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Visit the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation at www.pmyf.org 



GET INVOLVED IN YOUR LOCAL ASSEMBLY  

Rainbow equals Service is a theme throughout our organization. Rainbow is 
also about fun, fellowship, fund-raising, community events AND Stated 
Meetings. Yes, Rainbow Girls have regular meetings just like you. Rainbow 
usually meet twice a month. You are always welcome and invited to attend.   
 
Our current ritual is blue. Past rituals have been red, green and white. Like 
you, we have a Ritualistic Opening Ceremony. If you are a Mason attending 
a closed meeting of Rainbow for the first time, you will be asked to stand and take an obligation. You will also be 
shown the Rainbow Sign. Following the opening the meeting includes, minutes, treasurer’s report, reports of 
events, old business, new business and good of the order. Under “good of the order” a Sunshine Collection is 
usually collected for a specific project or to help the general budget. There is also a roll call of officers where the 
officers stand, say “present” and state a service they have performed since the previous meeting. Then there is 
a ritualistic closing.  
  
The Rainbow Girls also have floor drills. Either at the opening or closing you will see a Cross Formation when in 
the shape of a cross, the girls kneel and sing the “Old Rugged Cross.” The girls also will form an arc and sing 
the “Rainbow Song.”   
 
Please come and visit us. The girls, like you, truly love to see support from the sidelines.   

JOB’S DAUGHTERS HIKE FOR H.I.K.E. 

For many, the New Year reminds us to be thankful for all that we have and help those who are in need.  One of 

the ways that Pennsylvania Job’s Daughters helps others is by raising money for the Hearing Impaired Kids En-

dowment or HIKE fund.  This fund provides hearing aids and other devices for children who have no other means 

to receive them.  In Pennsylvania, our Miss Congeniality is the Daughter Chair-person 

for the HIKE fund and raises funds with the help of her sister Jobies and their Bethels. 

One of the biggest fund raisers is “Hike for HIKE” which was held at Fall Grand Bethel 

Weekend, November 16, 2013.  Each Daughter had the opportunity to help raise money 

by getting sponsors and participating in the hike.  This year, the Grand Bethel’s theme 

was the Wizard of Oz and our Miss Congeniality Kristen Gross lead us on a HIKE on the 

“Yellow Brick Road” through the scenic Masonic Village in Elizabethtown where we were 

cheered on by residents, workers and visitors.  I am very proud to announce that Penn-

sylvania Job’s Daughters raised over $2,000 for HIKE in just one weekend! What a fun 

and wonderful way to get outside with your friends and support a wonderful charity!    

Visit the PA Rainbow website at www.parainbowgirls.org 

HOW TO USE THIS PUBLICATION 

The Masonic Youth Minutes is  published by the PA Masonic Youth Foundation to share ideas and to inspire 
Masonic leaders to creatively support the Masonic Youth Groups.  It is mailed to all Worshipful Masters, Lodge 
Secretaries, Lodge Youth Chairmen, and Masonic Youth Group Leaders. All Lodge Youth Chairmen are asked 
to make a 1-minute report at each Lodge meeting, sharing at least one article of interest with the members. Per-
mission is granted to make copies of this publication and to freely distribute them to all who have an interest in 
the youth of Pennsylvania. The Masonic Youth Minutes is also available online at ww.pmyf.org.  

http://ww.pmyf.org/


HELP YOUR YOUTH BETTER THEIR EDUCATION 

PMYF’s annual LifeSkills Conference is more than 
just a week of pep-talks and feel good stories. It’s 
about bringing together young people who are living 
in a challenging world. It’s about teaching an adoles-
cent how to handle themselves as a person and how 
to contribute back to society in a positive way. These 
ideas are not new. In fact, one could say they are sev-
eral hundred years old, being of the same stock that 
erected our fraternity.  

The LifeSkills Conference takes this idea to the next 

level. Campers don't sit around and listen to lectures 

about how they should behave and act. Rather, they 

participate in the learning experience by becoming 

partners in personal growth. A great example of this is 

the classic “Trust Fall.” In this exercise, participants 

willingly lose their balance and fall backwards, trusting that their peers will be there to catch them. While this ex-

ercise may seem overused, the philosophy is sound. Falling backward and having someone catch you is one 

thing, but what about voluntarily falling off of a raised platform? Would you willing be to do that? LifeSkills partici-

pants are! So, has your lodge considered sponsoring a young person to attend the LifeSkills Conference? Check 

out our website for all of the information on this exciting event! 

Visit the PA Job’s Daughters website at www.paiojd.org 

LEARN LIFESKILLS AND MAKE FRIENDS ALONG THE WAY 

 
Do you have a son or daughter who could use some scholarship money? Perhaps it’s one of your grandchil-
dren, or maybe a member of a Masonic Youth group who is coming up a little short in these tough economic 
times. This is their opportunity to secure funds towards college. At the same time, the Fraternity has an oppor-
tunity to make a difference in the lives of young people.  
 
Each year the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation publishes a manual so that young people may discover 
our fraternity and learn about many of our generous scholarship programs. This one booklet provides students 
with information on scholarships offered from almost 70 different Masonic bodies, with scholarships in amounts 
of several thousand dollars.  
 
The 2014 booklet was mailed to over 2,000 education institutions and young 
people related to Freemasonry in Pennsylvania. It contains all of the infor-
mation needed to apply for scholarships listed inside. The deadline for appli-
cations for most of these scholarships is March 15, 2014, so now is the time 
to get the applications in! 
 
To obtain a copy of the Masonic Scholarship Resource Guide, or for more in-
formation, go to www.pmyf.org or call the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foun-
dation office at 800-266-8424, or contact us at pmyf@pagrandlodge.org. 

This article should be read by the Lodge Youth Representative at the February stated meeting. 

This article should be read by the Lodge Youth Representative at the March stated meeting. 



Visit the PA DeMolay website at www.pademolay.org 

DANIEL CARTER BEARD MASONIC SCOUTER AWARD 

The PA Masonic Youth Foundation was established to work with all youth related programs spon-
sored by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. Most of these services are only available to Pennsylva-
nia residents. However, one key program reaches out to Masonic Jurisdictions the world over. 

The Daniel Carter Beard Masonic Scouter Award, established in 2001 with the backing of the Boy 
Scouts of America, recognizes Freemasons who are volunteering their time and services to Scout-
ing. What many don’t realize is that any Freemason who is a member of a Lodge that is subordi-
nate to a Grand Lodge that participates in the program, is eligible. Currently more than 50 Grand 
Lodges participate in the program, including several foreign jurisdictions. Additionally, any Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge that is recognized by its territorial counterpart is eligible to request to participate in the program. 

It cannot be applied for by the members, but if you know a deserving member of the fraternity who is giving his 

time to the Scouting program, why not honor him with this award? You can get the full details at www.pmyf.org. 

PA DeMOLAY TO HONOR FOUNDER 

90 years; it’s been 9 decades since the Order of DeMolay was founded in Pennsyl-
vania. Had it not been for the efforts of one man, one Brother, the young men of this 
state would not have had the leadership opportunities of DeMolay. That man was 
Bro. Ralph C. Minehart. Now, as the Order of DeMolay nears a century of service to 
the Commonwealth, the members and advisors of Pennsylvania DeMolay are plan-
ning to honor their Founder in a special way. 
 
On the afternoon of Saturday, March 8, 2014, Pennsylvania DeMolay, with assis-
tance from the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar, the Valley of Pittsburgh, 
AASR, and the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, is planning a pilgrimage to the grave 

of Bro. Minehart, who is buried in the Union Dale Cemetery in the North Hills of Pittsburgh. Eighty years after 
his death, these organizations are meeting at “Uncle Ralph’s” grave to perform a memorial service at sunset 
and lay a wreath commemorating his dedication to the organization.  
 
All DeMolays and friends of the organization are invited to join PA DeMolay for this event. There is no charge 

and it is open to the public. Keep an eye on www.pademolay.org for more information or call the PA DeMo-

lay office at 800.266.8424 for further details. 

The Masonic Youth Minutes is published by the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation of the Grand Lodge of PA who’s mission is: 
 
The Mission of the Pennsylvania Masonic Youth Foundation is to lead the Masonic Fraternity in providing services on behalf of young 
people, and training for adults who work for the betterment of youth.  
 
To accomplish this Mission, the Foundation will enhance the programs of the Masonic Youth Groups, support initiatives to keep children 
safe from violence, abuse and exploitation, and provide specialized education for adults who offer leadership to youth in the Common-
wealth. 
 

Address: 
1244 Bainbridge Road,  

Elizabethtown, PA 17022; 
717-367-1536;       or 800-266-8424;  

ABOUT PMYF AND THIS PUBLICATION 

http://www.pademolay.org

